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Welcome to Dickinson High School AP Macroeconomics! Our time together will be interesting and challenging. 

The pace of the class will be fast paced, but I am confident you are capable of success. Although we will be 

focused on making sure that you are prepared for the AP test and will reside in “AP Econworld”, there will be 

many opportunities to examine how the material we learn in class operates in the real world. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at egarzagarza@dickinsonisd.org. Enjoy your summer and I look 

forward to meeting you when school begins. 

Over the summer you will be required to complete a summer assignment in order to prepare for the AP 

Macroeconomics course.  Begin to work on this assignment early do not wait to the last days of summer to work 

in it.  The assignment is due on the first day of school for all AP Macroeconomics students; it will become 

your first test grade. 

 The assignment is as follows: 

1. You will also be required to provide a 3-4 sentence explanation/definition for the 10 concepts below that 

are going to be fundamental to your understanding of AP Macroeconomics. 

Key Concepts: 

1. Aggregate Demand  

2. Aggregate Supply  

3. Fiscal Policy  

4. Monetary Policy  

5. Open Market Operations  

6. Money Market  

7. Loanable Funds Market  

8. Phillips Curve  

9. Unemployment (include the 4 types)  

10. Inflation 

 

2. Read: New Ideas from Dead Economists: An Introduction to Modern Economic Thought, by Todd G. 

Buchholz ISBN# 0452288444.  While reading create notes for each Economist and their economic 

theory. Once you have completed the book, select two economic theories that interested you the most. 

 

3. Write a minimum 800 word essay that compares and contrasts two different economic theories from the 

book above. The essay should include: a short summary of both theories, how they are similar and 

different, the problem the author believes they can fix and their drawbacks; if you believe the author is 

correct and how you might change the theories to enhance their ideas.  Also, include how both of these 

economic theories are relevant today. 

 

4. Read Chapters 1, 3, 5 and 6 from the book: Naked Money: A Revealing Look at What It Is and Why It 

Matters by Charles Wheelan  ISBN# 0393353737.  Write a 100 word summary for each chapter 

assigned.  Make sure to answer the following:  how is each topic relevant to economics? What is the main 

point of the chapter?  How do these concepts tie in to the theories from the Dead Economists book?   
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